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What Are Eco Murals?
The Eco Mural Project is a series of ecologically-themed public art 
pieces that have two goals: to beautify blank walls and educate the 
public about environmental degradation. These pieces are diligently 
researched and exquisitely detailed, transporting viewers into an oth-
erwise inaccessible environment. Each mural includes a QR code that 
links directly back to our site, where we have write-ups about the 
threats facing each ecosystem and links to environmental activist or-
ganizations.
Our pieces so far include a sea turtle gliding through the coral reefs of 
Kauai, a series of organisms engaging in symbiotic relationships, an 
Arowana swimming through a marbled paper background, an amphibi-
an perched on a beautiful textured surface, a wetlands mural and a 
nautilus piece that both feature intricate gold detailing, a toucan that 
draws attention to the 2019 Amazon rainforest fires, and more! Our 
upcoming projects include a piece for The Cube at 30th Street Station 
in partnership with University City District, and a collaboration with the 
oldest wildlife refuge in America, John Heinz National Wildlife Refuge, 
to paint Eco Murals for their lunchroom and kayak trailer. Starting in 
March 2020, The Eco Mural Project will be featured in a six month 
long exhibition at the Philadelphia Airport as a part of their Art at The 
Airport initiative.
We are at a pivotal moment in human history: skyrocketing atmo-
sphere temperatures will threaten human life within two decades. In 
order to protect future generations, we must simultaneously tackle the 
three prongs of our declining natural world: climate change, environmental degradation, and biodiversity loss. It is important to utilize all of the tools 
at our disposal, including international and individual direct action, comprehensive scientific education, and government intervention.
At Hagopian Arts, we plan to introduce ecological awareness into the everyday routine of citizens by giving metropolitan exposure to habitats in need 
of conservation. The murals encourage conversation and direct viewers to important resources and foundations that are fighting climate change, en-
vironmental degradation, and mass extinction. Given the toxic nature of our political climate, we believe the Eco Mural Project will encourage pass-
ersby to focus on what is truly at stake at this pivotal time in human history: our ecological heritage.

It is all the more important to ensure future generations are equipped with adequate environmental and ecological education so they
can reduce future damage and repair the mistakes of the past.
 At Hagopian Arts, we plan to introduce ecological awareness into the everyday routine of citizens by giving metropolitan exposure 
to habitats in need of conservation. The murals encourage conversation and direct viewers to important resources and foundations 
that are fighting climate change, environmental degradation, and mass extinction. Given the toxic nature of our political climate, we 
believe the Eco Mural Project will encourage passerby to focus on what is truly at stake at this pivotal time in human history: our eco-
logical heritage.



Each Eco Mural comes with an educational write-up that is sourced from legitimate scientific institutions. Below are some short excerpts 
from these essays. The full write-ups are available on our Eco Mural page on the Hagopian Arts website: 

http://www.hagopianarts.com/eco-mural-project/

Public Art as an Educational Tool

“Coral reefs are environmentally invaluable: they contain more 
species per unit of area than any other ecosystem on earth. Stony 
corals lay the foundation for large reefs: their polyps produce a calci-
um carbonate exoskeleton that attaches to rocky outcrops around 
continental shelves, maintaining the shape of our shores. Corals 
grow into ornate colonies comprised of a hierarchy of organisms that 
interact through symbiotic relationships. Corals are the nurseries of 
our oceans: one-quarter of the world’s fish develop and hatch in the 
safety of reefs. Reefs are home to some of the world’s most colorful, 
striking, and complex animals on earth, drawing billions of dollars 
annually through tourism. Coral reefs only make up about 1% of our 
ocean’s floors, but they are home to a remarkable 25% of all marine 
life...

”Preservation efforts are taking place across the globe to help 
offset coral reef degradation. The Nature Conservancy is leading an 
initiative to triple the coverage of marine habitats by 2020 through 
cooperation with nearly a dozen governments in the Caribbean. 
Other organizations have set up offshore coral nurseries, attempting 
to replenish coral stocks locally. While coral restoration is a slow 
process, a multifaceted approach can produce wonderful effects: 
many other movements involved with spreading awareness of 
responsible boating and fishing practices can also help decrease and 
offset the human impact on degradation.”

“...Bees are the main pollinators for the majority of our staple 
foods, and much of the grains and alfalfa that we feed to our livestock. If 
you’ve ever enjoyed fruits, berries, seeds, coffee,  grains, nuts, chocolate, 
or spices such as nutmeg and peppermint, you have pollinators, and 
especially bees, to thank! Plants pollinated by bees benefit from greater 
genetic diversity and resistance to disease. These plants also improve 
the quality of our soil, air, and water. Without bees, the complex ecosys-
tems that depend on most flowering plants would cease to exist.... 

“The EPA has taken action under President Obama towards fund-
ing extensive research into the decline of pollinator species, but recent 
victories in the tightening of regulations on pesticides and improving 
environmental standards have been lost due to the defunding and dereg-
ulation imposed by the Trump Administration. There are many steps that 
individuals can take to ensure we protect our cherished pollinators: partic-
ipation in community gardens, planting of native flowers and plants, and 
voting for representatives that will limit habitat loss and support a robust 
crackdown on pollinator-killing pesticides. Citizens who are interested in 
learning more are encouraged to visit the following organizations and 
donate to their research and rescue efforts in maintaining wild bee popu-
lations worldwide:”

“...Symbiotic relationships can occur even after death. Brack-
et fungi are colorful organisms that occur in step-like patterns on 
decaying trees. They are part of the polyphore family, which are 
related to mushrooms. Polyphores like bracket fungi are crucial to a 
forest’s ability to sustain itself through nutrient cycling. After a tree 
dies, decomposers break down the dead wood, releasing its nutri-
ents into the soil, providing habitats for small mammals and insects, 
and creating room for new growth. Polyphores are unique due to 
their participation both in the death of their symbiont but also in 
providing space for its rebirth...

“Symbiotic relationships can be incredibly complex, and 
result in our most precious and biodiverse ecosystems on Earth. 
Treasures like the Great Barrier Reef and the Amazon Rainforest 
are the product of these relationships and are also examples of 
environments negatively impacted by human interference. Under-
standing symbiotic relationships is to understand how important it is 
for every person to participate in restoring balance to these delicate 
communities: by curbing our carbon emissions, lessening pollution, 
and preserving ecosystems at risk.”

Excerpt from “Symbiosis” Excerpt from “Kauai Coral Reef Life” Excerpt from “Honey Bees and Pollination”



Our Pilot
Project

Our pilot piece, titled “Eco Mural Proj-
ect 1: Kauai Coral Reef Life,” was in-
stalled in June at One Stop Deli on 49th 
and Baltimore Street. The piece has since 
become a neighborhood staple, delighting 
residents and passerby of all ages. 

 Below is an example of the QR code we 
use for the Eco Murals. This code links to 
educational resources about subjects of the 
murals.





Eco Mural Project 2: Symbiosis
Collage of three walls. Emlen Elementary, Mount Airy, PA. Acrylic on parachute cloth. 2018.



Eco Mural Project 3: Arowana
Red Lotus Spa, 4610 Cedar Avenue, Philadelphia, PA. Acrylic on parachute cloth. 2018. Painted and designed by Olivia Losee-Unger.



3965 Baltimore Avenue, directly across from the 40th Street Trolley Portal, Philadelphia, PA. In partnership with University City Housing. Acrylic on parachute cloth, 2018. 

Eco Mural Project 4: Amphibian



Davis Phamacy, 4523 Baltimore Street, Philadelphia, PA. Acrylic on parachute cloth, 2019.

Eco Mural Project 5: Wetlands



Eco Mural Project 6: Honey Bee
Inner Rhythms, 37 South 42nd Street, Philadelphia, PA. Print on parachute cloth, 2019.  



Choy Wong Kitchen, 708 s 50th Street, Philadelphia, PA. Acrylic on parachute cloth. 2019. Painted and designed by Olivia Losee-Unger

Eco Mural Project 7: Nautili



Painted and designed by Katie Lillard and the 2019 Public Art Class of Wye River Upper School in partnership with 
Hagopian Arts and Kent County Arts Council, The Mainstay, Rock Hall, MD. 2019. 

Eco Mural Project 8: Chesapeake’s Bounty



Cedar Park Triangle at the corner of 49th and Baltimore Streets, Philadelphia, PA. Large format asphlat reproduction. 
In partnership with Cedar Park Neighbors and University City District. Photos include unveiling at the 2019 Baltimore Street Dollar Stroll. 

Eco Mural Project 9: Cedar Park Asphalt Butterfly



Eco Mural Project 10: Channel-Billed Toucan
The Green Line Cafe, 4426 Locust Street, Philadelphia, PA. Acrylic on parachute cloth. 2019. Painted and designed by Olivia Losee-Unger.



Eco Mural Project 11: John Heinz National Wildlife RefugeEco Mural Project 11: John Heinz National Wildlife Refuge
Progress shots of our collaboration with John Heinz National Wildlife Refuge at Tinicum, America’s oldest urban wildlife refuge. 

The front of the kayak trailer was installed in fall 2020, and the remainer will be finished in Spring 2021.



931 South 46th Street, Philadelphia, PA. Acrylic on parachute cloth, 2020. Painted and designed by Olivia Losee-Unger.
Eco Mural Project 12: Leafy Seadragon



Eco Mural Project 13: Luna Moth
The Cube at 30th Street, Philadelphia, PA. Acrylic on parachute cloth, 2020. In partnership with University City District.



Eco Mural Project Educational Workshops!
 As part of the Eco Mural Project, we have created a workshop curriculum that inspires par-
ticipants to engage with their communities when it comes to public art, environmental activism, 
and sustainability practices. This program fits well into any educational structure, including but 
not limited to: after school activities, an art or environmental curriculum at a school, or as part of 
an established educational initiative. `
 Our workshops aim to build upon the foundational curriculum of our successful 2018 Eco 
Mural Project Workshop Series. These mural making workshops were created through a fellow-
ship with the Center for Emerging Visual Artists and NewCourtland Senior Services. 
A small group of seniors and elementary school aged children came together to produce a col-
laborative Eco Mural. We started by asking students and seniors to brainstorm about when they 
felt closest to nature, and which species sparked their imaginations. We were so impressed by 
how excited both the students and seniors were to share what represents their passion for 
nature. We participated in long, animated discussions about the connection between art and en-
vironmental activism, and shared personal stories and connections to ecology. The conversation 
between students and seniors flowed naturally, bridging the generational gap and forging friend-
ships between folks who would otherwise not have social contact with one another. We were so 
honored to have facilitated that connection, and look forward to expanding upon it in other edu-
cational and collaborative contexts with future partners!



Hagopian Arts is an independent female owned and operated public art initiative 
based out of West Philadelphia. Founded in 2015 by Kala Hagopian, Hagopian 
Arts specializes in luminous, meticulously rendered murals inspired by nature. In 
2018, Hagopian Arts began the Eco Mural Project, a series of street-level murals 
aimed at raising environmental awareness by introducing depictions of natural 
ecosystems into urban spaces. By 2020 The Eco Mural Project will has grown to 
eleven murals!
Kala describes herself as a “fine-art muralist,” specializing in realism interspersed 
with bright pattern and atmosphere. Hagopian Arts has a great deal of working ex-
perience across a large range of clients, including nonprofits, community organiza-
tions, corporate developers, small businesses and personal residences. 
Hagopian Arts has worked with numerous education and community outreach pro-
grams such as: The School District of Philadelphia, Kent County Arts Council, Uni-
versity City District, Cedar Park Neighbors, John Heinz National Wildlife Refuge, 
The Philadelphia Women’s Conference, The Offices of Victim Advocates, Cancer 
Treatment Centers of America, Zappos Art, Beautify Earth, Neighborhood Bike 
Works, The Hillside School, The Philadelphia Mural Arts Program, The Philadel-
phia Animal Welfare Society, RAW: Natural Born Artists, Shore2Love, The Phila-
delphia Free Library, The Center For The Emerging Visual Artists, Project Street 
Art, The Mural Arts Restorative Justice Guild Program, Sobriety Through Outpa-
tient, JEVS Human Services, The American Foundation For Suicide Prevention, 
Horizon House, Fairton Correctional Institute, The Boys & Girls Club, Brickstone 
Properties, University City District, John Heinz National Wildlife Refuge, The Phila-
delphia Marathon, at-risk youth and adults, as well as a range of participants of all 
ages.

Hagopian Arts

hagopianarts.com | @HagopianArts | facebook.com/hagopianarts

Find Hagopian Arts at: 




